Social Studies and World Citizenship

The glorification of war is objectionable.

(3)  It should present examples of the evil results of
narrow-mindedness and prejudice and the good results of a
tolerant and sympathetic attitude of mind.

(4)  It should give a sympathetic and accurate picture of
the life, customs, philosophies and problems of other races
and nations.

It is scarcely likely that any single literary production will
contain all four of these elements ; but if a literary work does
possess any of these qualities to a reasonable degree, then it
is valuable to education for world citizenship. The examples
which follow show what are the possibilities for training for
world citizenship as opposed to war through the teaching of
literary appreciation. But the teacher has a very wide choice:
it is, of course, not possible to present an anthology of the
prose and poetry of war.

WAR VERSUS ABBITKATION

The futility of war is well brought out in Robert
Southey's well-known poem After Blenheim. The delightful
naiv&e of little Peterkin and the stolid assurance of Old
Kaspar give opportunity to the poet for the effective use of
irony. This is especially well accomplished in the last
stanza. Many of ^Esop*s old fables vividly illustrate the
power of co-operation as opposed to the futility of strife
and hostility* A more substantial literary production,
Shakespeare's Romeo and JuKet is a great adverse com-
mentary on the use of force in the settling of disputes. The
dramatic sacrifice of young lives to the enmity of the families
of Capukt and Montague only reproduces on a small, but
effective, scak the sacrifice which is always involved in
international strife. From this point of view, the recon-
ciliation of Capulet and Montague in the last twelve lines
of the pky, after all the damage has been done, is a piece of
bitter ami subtle satire.